Frequently Asked Questions

1. Are NJSFWC members allowed to advocate?
YES! NJSFWC has a rich history of advocacy and has been influential in legislation ranging from child labor laws, women's health issues, historic preservation, to domestic violence. You can, and you should, advocate for the issues that are important to you!

2. As a NJSFWC member, what are the limitations on advocacy?
NJSFWC is a nonpartisan, nondenominational organization. NJSFWC members may advocate on issues and in support of legislation, but may NOT endorse specific candidates or political parties. You may contact your Congressmen in support of a bill, such as a piece of legislation supporting breast cancer research or funding for the Violence Against Women Act. You may NOT support or give funding to a candidate. You can, however, hold a forum inviting all candidates to discuss an issue of importance to your club. For more information on lobbying restriction, please see review NJSFWC Advocacy.

3. How are NJSFWC’s advocacy goals determined?
NJSFWC’s Resolutions are the backbone of our advocacy. Currently, there are more than 110 Resolutions on the books. Categories of the Resolutions include arts, conservation, education, home life, international affairs, public affairs, and organizational. 

4. There isn't a Resolution on the issue I'm interested in. What should I do?
Write one! Becoming actively involved in the process ensures that your voice is heard. Resolutions must be germane to the mission of the Federation. 

5. My club has drafted and submitted a resolution to the NJSFWC Legislation/Resolutions Chairman for consideration.  What happens now? 

The NJSFWC Legislation/Resolutions Committee reviews proposed resolutions and then presents them to the Board of Directors for approval.  Once approved, the proposed resolutions are sent to every club and state organization 6 weeks prior to the Annual NJSFWC Convention each May.  The proposed resolutions are then presented to the delegates for consideration.

6. How are the Resolutions amended?
Each Resolution is reviewed for amendment every two years. The Resolutions Committee meets annually to review the Resolutions and prepare changes. As is the case with new proposed resolutions, proposed amendments to existing resolutions are presented to the Board of Directors for approval.  Once approved, the proposed amendments are sent to every club and state organization 6 weeks prior to the Annual NJSFWC Convention. The proposed amendments to the resolutions are then presented to the delegates for consideration.
7. I've never called a Congressman before! How can I learn the basics of advocating? 
Advocacy is a simple concept, and NJSFWC is here to provide resources to our membership. Also, the GFWC Public Policy Manual is an excellent tool that provides information on the basics of the legislative process, how to advocate, and how to hold your own club legislative day. 

8. How can I reach my elected officials to advocate for an issue?
Federal legislators' contact information can be found via the United States Senate and House of Representatives websites.  New Jersey legislators’ contact information can be found via the New Jersey Legislature website.
