What is Advocacy?
ADVOCATE  --  What a useful word!  As a noun, it is defined as “one that defends or maintains a cause or proposal” or “one that supports or promotes the interests of another.”  As a verb, it identifies the action “to plead in favor of.”  
Over the years, the members of NJSFWC have proved to be very effective advocates for important causes at the local, state, and national levels.  You have carried the messages to municipal buildings, to Trenton and to Washington.  This administration invites you to continue that effort.  See your ALMANAC for information and suggestions regarding legislation, advocacy and Federation resolutions.

Reminder – Proposed Federation resolutions are due to the State Chairman 

by January 1st.
 The letters of the word themselves can serve as a reminder of the process.

A
Adopt an issue that your club has identified as important to your members and your community and determine what action is needed.

D
Do your research to identify information in support of the need for the action you are proposing.

V
Verbalize your position in the form of a resolution to clarify your position for others.

O
Outline a plan of action to get your message before the decision-makers (local, state, national legislators or Federation representatives who are in a position to sponsor/support whatever formal action is required to achieve your goal). 

C
Communicate your position to the decision-makers as well as to the media. 

A
Ask for support from other organizations that share your concern.

T
Track your activities to document your progress for your historical and reporting records. 

E
Evaluate the advocacy experience to inform future efforts; determine the value and effectiveness of specific activities and contacts.  
