Brielle Chamber honors resident Sue Stenson as Pride of Brielle

By Caren Caterina

BRIELLE — Sue Stenson has a heart of gold that exemplifies the selfless spirit of volunteerism. So it’s not difficult to see why she was selected to be honored as this year’s Pride of Brielle.  Last Wednesday night, Mrs. Stenson, 66, was recognized by the Brielle Chamber of Commerce and the community as a whole during the chamber’s Holiday and Installation Dinner.  The event, which was held at the Manasquan River Golf Club [MRGC], located on River Drive in Brielle, featured a cocktail hour, dinner and reception.  Inside the MRGC, Manasquan High School Key Club President and senior Alec Lorenzo, 18, and Key Club member and junior Monica Murphy, 17, volunteered to help check in guests and give out raffle tickets.
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The Brielle Chamber of Commerce President Heidi Wittenberg [left] and Assemblyman David Rible [R-30] congratulated Brielle resident Susan Stenson on her honor as this year's Pride of Brielle. The celebration, which also included the installation of the chamber's board of directors for 2012, was held at Manasquan River Golf Club, in Brielle. Photo by SUEANNE GOSS, STAR NEWS GROUP
Each year, the Pride of Brielle Committee nominates an honoree who has been greatly involved in their local community.  Mrs. Stenson joins the ranks of other Pride of Brielle honorees: Howard Bogan [2005], Richard Graham [2006], Councilwoman Ann Scott [2007], Borough Historian John Belding [2008], Councilman Tim Shaak [2009], Fred Wittenberg [2010] and Police Chief Michael Palmer [2011].

In addition to Mrs. Stenson’s family and friends, many members of the community were in attendance including members of the Woman’s Club of Brielle, local mayors and council members, as well as police, and members of local first aid and fire departments.

In addition to honoring Mrs. Stenson, the chamber celebrated the installation of its new officers, including president Heidi Wittenberg, vice president Derrick Ward, secretary Dawn Geraldi and treasurer Kathie Adams.  The 2011 chamber president was Charlene Archer, vice president was Kathy Schmidt, secretary was Ms. Wittenberg, and treasurer was Ms. Adams.

Each dinner guest also received an Installation Dinner Booklet and a ticket for the chance to win one of the many items, including gift certificates, in a raffle held toward the end of the evening. Dozens of prizes were donated by members of the local chamber of commerce.

TRULY A ‘PRIDE OF BRIELLE’

Mrs. Stenson and her husband Jim, 67, married in 1965 and have four grown children, Sue Sheldon, Jim Stenson, Laura Maltman and Jennifer Campbell, as well as eight grandchildren.  The Stensons formerly lived in Fairless Hills, Pa., where the couple raised their family.  Upon the Stensons decision to retire in Brielle, the couple wanted to get involved in volunteer work.

Mrs. Stenson, who joined the Woman’s Club of Brielle about 12 years ago, has truly been an integral part of the organization and her hometown.  She has served in a myriad of capacities within the organization including head of the club’s art creator department, communications chair, first vice-president, president and federation secretary.

She has also served with the New Jersey State Federation of Women's Clubs, a division of the General Federation of Women’s Clubs, for six years, where she has been active in positions including program assistant chairman, district vice president and now, the recording secretary of the executive committee.

Mrs. Stenson attended State University of New York [SUNY] at Cortland as a science major, and Katharine Gibbs School in Manhattan, where she earned her associate’s degree in administrative management.  Mrs. Stenson worked on Wall Street in the research department of Burnham and Company from 1964 to 1965.  She then stayed home for 19 years to raise their children, before going back to work and retiring as director of human resources at Boise Cascade Office Products, in Pennsylvania.

Mrs. Stenson also sings in the choir at St. Denis, Manasquan, where the Stensons are parishioners, and has been involved in many other organizations including Habitat for Humanity and the ABC Quilt Project, a nationwide project whose members make quilts for babies with HIV and other serious illnesses

HEART OF THE WOMAN’S CLUB

President of New Jersey State Federation of Women’s Clubs Patty Whitehouse said Mrs. Stenson is “quite a remarkable woman.  And, it is my privilege to know and work with her.  We could not be more delighted she is getting this award.”

Ms. Whitehouse applauded the community for this year’s Pride of Brielle selection. “No one is more deserving than Sue Stenson,” said Ms. Whitehouse.

During the celebration, Ms. Whitehouse summed up to guests the definition of a volunteer from “By the People: A History of Americans as Volunteers” by Susan J. Ellis and Katherine H. Campbell.  A volunteer, said Ms. Whitehouse, is a person who chooses to “act in recognition of a need, with an attitude of social responsibility and without concern for monetary profit, going beyond one’s basic obligations.”  For centuries in American life, volunteers have helped pioneer social change, she said.  Mrs. Stenson is a leader, and exemplifies what makes a volunteer great, said Ms. Whitehouse.

Mrs. Stenson is a “kind and caring person,” she continued.

Founded in 1894, Mrs. Whitehouse said the New Jersey State Federation of Women’s Clubs “provides opportunities for education, leadership training, and community service through participation in local clubs, enabling members to make a difference in the lives of others, one project at a time.”

Mrs. Stenson “lives its mission,” said Ms. Whitehouse. “I depend on her in so many ways,” said Ms. Whitehouse, who said she met Mrs. Stenson in 2006 and continues to look at her as a confidant.  “I know you must be very proud of Sue, because we are,” said Ms. Whitehouse, to the Stenson family. “Thank you for sharing Sue with us.”

HEART OF THE FAMILY

Last Wednesday night, Mrs. Stenson’s daughter, Laura Maltman, of Limerick, Pa., spoke to guests.  Mrs Maltman said her parents always encouraged their children to volunteer within their communities.

Raising four children did not always allow Mrs. Stenson to be active as a volunteer until retirement, she said, but her mother always had a “passion and desire to help others in need.”

“We know what a generous spirit you possess,” said Mrs Maltman, noting her mother has always committed herself to excellence.  “Mom, enjoy this moment,” she said. “May God bless you … we all love you very much.”

“We are very proud,” said Sue Sheldon, also of Limerick, Pa. “We know she is a wonderful person and it is great she is being honored.”

“I am very proud of Sue,” said Mr. Stenson. “She is a wonderful wife and mother.  Everyone in Brielle knows how lucky I am.
In addition, the Stenson’s daughter, Jennifer Campbell, of Downingtown, Pa., two grandchildren and Mrs. Stenson’s longtime family friend, “Aunt” Grace Morschauser, of Fairless Hills, were also in attendance to celebrate Mrs. Stenson’s accomplishments. 
COMMUNITY REFLECTION

“I think it is a great honor Sue Stenson really deserves,” said Brielle Council President Frank Garruzzo.  “She does so much for our community.  I could not think of a better person for a Pride of Brielle award.

“I am here tonight to congratulate this year’s Pride of Brielle,” added Brielle Police Chief Michael Palmer, who was chosen by the chamber as last year’s Pride of Brielle.  Chief Palmer said it is a very “humbling” experience to be nominated for such an honor.

Councilman Tim Shaak said when Mrs. Stenson first moved to Brielle, she immediately became involved in her community.  “And, not only does she get involved, she throws herself into it 110 percent,” said Councilman Shaak.

“She has this never-ending energy. Her community means so much to her.  That is why she is well-deserving of this award.”
SPREADING THE VOLUNTEER SPIRIT

“I cannot believe this whole evening,” said Mrs. Stenson, noting it was also “overwhelming.”

Mrs. Stenson gathered before the dozens and dozens of guests and thanked her family, the chamber of commerce and the community for the honor.

“Jim and I feel so blessed,” said Mrs. Stenson, of their life together.

The couple, she said, has always wanted to “pay our blessings forward.”

“We enjoy helping others,” said Mrs. Stenson.

Mrs. Stenson encouraged the public to take time in their life to serve others.  She challenged others to volunteer for one hour a week, or even one hour per month. “Our world would be much better,” she said. 

Mrs. Stenson noted how the many hard-working women involved in the woman’s club help to raise up to $25,000 for charities and scholarships each year.  “I applaud you,” she said to her fellow friends, for working so hard to raise money to help others.

Mrs. Stenson also thanked the community, including the mayor and council, department of public works, the first aid squad, fire department and her friends for their caring and support to the Stenson family since living in the shore community.

“When we moved here 13 years ago, we did not know one soul,” said Mrs. Stenson. “You surrounded us with friendship and love.  You are all an inspiration to me.  Thank you for keeping us safe in this wonderful town that Jim and I call home.”

Mrs. Stenson also expressed her love and appreciation to her family — calling them her true “pride and joy.”
