2009 Women of Achievement Honorees
Renee Lita Borstad  - Consumer Advocate 
Renee Lita Borstad has made her mark as Burlington County’s feisty Consumer Affairs director for the last 30 years. Ms. Borstad was born in Harlem, New York City, grew up in the Bronx, served in the U.S. Air Force.  She moved from Okinawa to Willingboro, where she still resides, in 1961 with her husband (the late Orville Borstad.)  She is the mother of 2 sons and 1 daughter and proud Mom-Mom to 6 grandchildren. Ms. Borstad received two associate degrees from Burlington Country College (at age 46) and a degree in Business from Thomas Edison State College (at age 50.)  She is the only woman ever to hold the position as County Superintendent of Weights and Measures, the position that she still holds today.  She pioneered efforts to pass legislation to require home improvement contractors to register with the state.  Now crimes committed by home contractors will be prosecuted as a 4th degree offense, thanks to the vital part that Ms. Borstad played in seeing this legislation passed. She is a champion for the public and squarely on the side of the “little guy” against shady business practices and fraud.  Ms. Borstad known as the “The Hat Lady” has also been a tireless volunteer for the past 35 years.  She was chosen by the Burlington County Boy Scout Council to be its first woman president.  From Boy Scouts to Rotary and the United Way, she has left her mark on more than 50 civic and volunteer organizations who know that they can turn to her to “get things done”.  Her relentless efforts as a watchdog on business and her impressive record of community service belie her claim to be “a simple woman who just likes to do the job.”  

Penny Colman-Author, Speaker and Advocate on Social Issues 
Penny Colman is an accomplished author and speaker with a focus on women’s history and social issues.  Born in Denver, Colorado, she grew up with three brothers in a hectic, active family who prepared her for raising her own three sons, twins and their older brother, who are only one year apart in age.  Ms. Colman has always enjoyed the outdoors and has a wide variety of interests.  A graduate of the University of Michigan and Johns Hopkins University, she also studied at the University of Oklahoma and New York University.  She is the author of 14 books plus essays, stories and articles for all ages, including biographies of famous women, and of women who should have been famous.  She delights in introducing children to little-known individuals and causes.  She has also written about certain periods in history, concentrating on social movements in labor and education.  She is an accomplished speaker which can be attested to by any NJSFWC member who attended the 2009 Public Affairs Day and heard her most interesting keynote on “Rosie the Riveter.”  In addition, she has presented keynote speeches, lectures and seminars in a variety of venues from schools and universities to National Park historic sites.  She is also active in social issues at the grass roots level, working as Executive Director of the Center for Food Action. Her sons are all grown, married and thriving and she is extremely proud of her granddaughter, Sophie. Presently, she lives and writes in Englewood and is a Distinguished Lecturer at Queens College, the City University of New York. 

Vivian Garfing Greenberg - Clinical Social Worker, Writer, Relationship Expert 
Vivian Garfing Greenberg is a clinical social worker who specializes in the relationship problems of older adults and their families with a concentration on adult children who assume the role of caregiver for their aging parents.  After graduating from Douglass College with a degree in Political Science, she attended Columbia University where she earned a master’s degree in Political Science.  She later went to Bryn Mawr School of Social Work for a second master’s degree.  Through the years as a Social Worker, she has worked at Drenk Guidance Center and Memorial Hospital of Burlington County in Mt. Holly, the Jewish Family Service of Delaware Valley in Trenton and currently is in private practice in Pennington.  Ms. Greenberg is the author of three books and numerous articles that discuss various challenges including Alzheimer’s disease, multigenerational homes, emotional and internal struggles and boundaries setting.  Her books have been heralded by readers as “the best” on the subject and comparable to having a “wonderful counselor” at one’s side.  Ms. Greenberg is a sought after lecturer and consultant, who has spoken frequently on National Public Radio, public television, CNN, WABC-TV in Philadelphia and NJ Network.  She was a columnist for the Times of Trenton for 10 years and wrote a column entitled, “Growing Old Along With Me.  In 2003, Ms. Greenberg was inducted into The Douglass Society, the highest award for achievement in a career or community initiative by a Douglass alumna.  Throughout her career, Ms. Greenberg has thoughtfully counseled, wisely advised, and deeply touched the lives of hundreds of people. 

Sister Arlene Kollar- Advocate for Service to Others 
Sister Arlene Kollar is a gifted preacher, advocate, teacher and advisor whose unique gift is her relentless commitment to serving her fellow human beings.  She was born and raised in Jersey City and received her values and ideas from her faith-filled parents who were of Polish and Slovak decent.  In 1960, she entered the Felician order at the age of 18.  She earned a bachelor’s degree in education from Felician College in Lodi and later earned a master’s degree in Religious Education from Fordham University.  In her early education years, she taught elementary and secondary school levels in New Jersey, Maryland and Delaware.  She has also served through the years at St Paul’s Parish in Prospect Park, co-founded the Society of the Sisters of the Church religious community; and served for 24 years at St. Mary’s Parish in Pompton Lakes. Since 2003, Sister Kollar has served as Pastoral Associate at Our Lady of Consolation Parish in Wayne.  She has initiated or been involved with many projects that have had an impact on her parish community.   Among them are “After Baby Comes” which provides support and friendship for new mothers and their babies; “Grandparents Parenting Again:, which give emotional and educational support for grandparents raising grandchildren in a new age; “Rainbows for All Children” which ministers to the special needs of children who have lost a parent through death, divorce or separation and a bereavement group for those who have lost a loved one.  She has been instrumental in implementing or resurrecting at least 20 multiple service programs at the Parish.   In addition Sister Koller began the Pastoral Care Services Program at Chilton Hospital.  She has helped countless numbers of people in her 44 year ministry in New Jersey.  Her leadership and dedication are the hallmarks of service and she leads by personal example. 

Catherine C. Krein- Educator and Trailblazer for women in Broadcast Journalism 
Catherine C. Krein is currently an Adjunct Professor in the Communications Department of Monmouth University and a member of the Woman’s Club of Spring Lake.  She graduated from Fordham University with a degree in Management and received her Masters in Education from Hunter College.  She also holds a Masters Degree in Communication Arts from Queens College. Ms. Krein has spent a long career in broadcast journalism and education including 23 years with CBS News services as a research director, write and producer including an assignment as research and writer for Walter Cronkite and as the editor of the CBS News Report.  In 1976 to 1980, she covered the presidential campaign, election and inauguration of President Jimmy Carter.  Following her news career, Ms. Krein served as a Vice President for Public Relations at Malloy College in New York and then as an Associate Professor for Journalism and Mass Media at Hofstra University before her current position at Monmouth University where she brings to the classroom all of her knowledge and expertise in the filed of journalism and reporting.  In 2003, Catherine C. Krein received a Radio-Television News Directors Association fellowship to serve as a Professor-in Residence at New 12 New Jersey.  Besides her membership in the Radio Television New Directors Association, she has served on the Board of Governors of the National Academy of Television Arts and Sciences and has received a number of awards for her work in journalism and has been recognized in Women in Radio and TV as well as “Who’s Who.”  Ms. Krein paved the way for the women of today who follow in her footsteps as news reporters and writers. 

